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History of the Museum

The museum in its current form was established in 1996 by Edward Metcalfe as a 503j@m®fion
The core of the initial museum was the histdricmanRanger Nelson Natural History Collection, a
collection of oveil600taxidermy mounts, one of the largesbllections of nativédirds and
mammalsin the northeast. The museum was incorporated as the Vermont Museum of Natural
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decided to do business as the Southern Vermont Natural History Museum until such time that it
expand.

The museum was intended to serve as an educational resource and gatewaynattinal worldfor
the local communities and visitors to the area.

Since those founding days the museum has grown substanti®yhave consistently addeahd
improvedexhibits that cater to both the local schools and families, as well as offeringrarather
attraction for visitors to the region yeaound.

Synopsis of the Current the Project

Using the strong foundation of exhibition and education that we have built throughout Vermont,
central New England and eastern New York, we are embarking on an effort to build aweden
attraction on par with anything else Vermont has to offer. What follows is the reasoning for doin
at a new location and our vision for what that Museum will look like.

Most of our projections of visitation, etc. come from analysis of other VT attractions, including th
ECHO Center in Burlington and tidentshireMuseum in Norwich.

We currently have a tentative business plan, but much more research needs to be done in this «
It is challenging to provide a detailed plan or project any accurate budgets without a site. It is ol
hope that finding a location to build this attraction will come from these meetings and allow us tc
move forward more confidently with a more accurate financial plan. We feel confident that to bt
the facility that weenvisionwill cost at least $4 million.



